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Life is Better at the Beach! 
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Tide Tip! 

The 



 

Prices 

Postcards - 5 cards for $2 
 

Sandy Toes Cards - $2.50ea 
 

T-shirts - $15 
 

OIB License Plates - $10 
 

Banner 30”X48” - $35 
(with pole sleeve) 

 

Lg. Flags 3’X5’ - $45 
(with grommets) 
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Stocking Stuffers 

At Town Hall! 



-  

We would like to dedicate this edition of The News Breaker to the men and  
women who serve on our various TOWN ADVISORY BOARDS.   

 

~Former President Bill Clinton once said~ 

“Citizen Service is the very American idea that we meet our challenges not  
as isolated individuals but as members of a true community.”   

We salute these individuals for their dedication and support to our community! 
 

PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS 
Carol Grantham (Chairperson), Don Kauffman, Becky Noble, Larry Cheek,  

Robbie Smith, Frank Williamson and Ernie Crews 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEMBERS 
Todd Robertson (Chairperson), David Martin, Jo Lammonds, Charles Fox III,  

Ida Moon, Bo Tate, Frank Williamson, Laura Ward, and Tracy Hobgood 

RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS 
Ida Moon (Chairperson), Carol Kauffman, Scott Walters, and Gayle Hughes 

ABC BOARD MEMBERS 
George Montague (Chairperson) Robert Calhoun, and Buddy Russell 

LOCAL FIREFIGHTERS RELIEF FUND BOARD:   
Curtiss Pritchard, Buddy Russell, Kathryn Gossett, and Cray Milligan 

Knowing how to USE a fire extinguisher is essential… 

But knowing how to BUY a fire extinguisher is just as important!  
The steps on how to buy a fire extinguisher are simple: 

 

Step 1 – Decide which type of fire extinguisher you need 
Most residential buildings are equipped with Class A (paper /wood) extinguishers.  However, for a higher  
level of safety, homeowners often purchase extinguishers that have a combination rating – they can be used 
for Class B fires (grease and oil) or even Class C fires (electrical).  Pay attention to the Effectiveness Rating 
also, a model rated 2-A will be less effective than a model rated 3-A. Extinguisher size is measured in 
pounds - an average home should have a 6 to 10lb extinguisher on each floor. 
 

Step 2 – Consider other features of fire extinguishers 
Several other features of fire extinguishers should be taken into account such as the mounting hardware,  
methods of refilling or recharging, and the instructions for use.  
 

Step 3 – Buy a fire extinguisher online 
Shopping online for this essential safety equipment is not just simple and easy, but also likely 
to be the most affordable way to purchase extinguishers. Online retailers offer a variety of 
brands, sizes, and class ratings (in most cases, more than most stores are able to stock), 
providing you with a good selection and a range of manufacturers.  

DO NOT HESITATE! 
Purchase & install fire extinguishers to protect your home or  

building against potential fire disasters.  



TOWN PROJECTS UPDATES 

 

-  

NCDOT PROPOSED ROUNDABOUT   
HWY 179 (Beach Drive) and  
HWY 904 (Causeway Drive) 

The North Carolina Department of Transportation has  
completed the Preliminary Plans and Field Inspection for the 

proposed Roundabout at the Intersection of Hwy. 179 and 904.  
The proposed Roundabout would be 150 feet in diameter which 

is similar in size to the recently constructed Roundabout at  
Sunset Beach.  Mr. Chad Kimes (NCDOT) indicated the  

Department is working to obtain additional funding for this  
project which would allow for a 30 year design plan.   

Preliminary meetings have been held with  
affected property owners regarding right-of-
way acquisition, drainage easements and  

temporary construction easements.   
Construction of the roundabout is estimated  

to begin in F/Y 2017. 
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COMMUNITY SHARING 
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The Town and the Ocean Isle Property 
Owners Association is once again joining 
efforts to bring our Property Owners and 

Guests a professional fireworks display at 
Ocean Isle Beach.  The date of this year’s 
show has been scheduled for July 3, 2016, 

with a rain date on July 6, 2016.   
 

Final approval of contract is pending  
approval by the Williamson Family for use 
of pier.  The Town wishes to express their 
appreciation to the Williamson Family for 
allowing the Town to use the Pier for this 
event since its inception two years ago!   

July Fireworks at OIB Pier 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/7BC24EDE14D3  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

New Face Around Town Hall! 

Town Clerk 

Casey Reeves  

 
 

 

 

 

Did you know that our Town has received over  
88 inches of rain this *year!!!  
(and we haven’t even endured a  

major tropical storm!) 
*data is from January 2015-November 2015  

 

On average, we should have only received  
52-55 inches of rain! 

A BIG thank you to the hard-
working Town Employees and  

Volunteers for keeping our 
beloved island as dry as possible!   

 

Great Job Everyone!! 
 
 

https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/7BC24EDE14D3


Planning and Inspections 
Justin Whiteside, Planning Director 

Public Utilities Department 
Larry Sellers,  Assistant Town Administrator 

Recommendations Regarding Water & Sewer  

-  

*ONLY biodegradable products should be  
flushed down the Sewer. 

*Please do NOT flush hand wipes, paper  
towels, dental floss or feminine products. 

*Do NOT place grease in your sink or  
garbage disposal. 

 

Please do NOT plant vegetation immediately  
adjacent to water meters or fire hydrants nor 
cover water meters with pine straw or  

landscape mulch in order to allow 
Town Utility or Fire Department  

personnel proper visibility to access 
water meters and fire hydrants. 

Everyone can assist in reducing costs and help 
to improve efficiency of our Town’s sewer  
system in preventing blockages and pump  

issues by following these simple guidelines: 
 

Keep Wipes  
Out of Pipes ! 

 

Sometimes we forget the toilet is 
not a trash can. All wipes and  

disposable cleaning products belong in the trash, 
not the toilet. Did you know flushing wipes down 

the toilet can cause problems in the Town’s 
sewer system?  

Those “disposable” wipes may be  
labeled flushable, but they can clog the sew-

er system, contributing to costly cleanups.  

Many cleaning products are labeled “flushable” 
or “disposable," but they often do not dissolve 

or break down after being flushed! 

A general guideline is, if it doesn’t  
dissolve as fast as toilet paper, it’s not flushable. 

2015 was a year of continued growth and change in 

Ocean Isle Beach! As of this publication we have  

permitted 23 new homes on the island with 

another 36 in the ETJ!  New Handicap 

Beach Accesses were constructed at 

Raeford, Beaufort, and Driftwood Streets.  

We recognize these handicap accesses are 

heavily used and we are always looking to 

install more where possible.   

The plans for the first phase of the Town’s multi-use 

path along West First Street are currently being devel-

oped.  This 8 foot path is proposed to be placed on the 

north side of West First Street and extend from the round-

about to Beaufort Street (west end water tank).  In the 

coming years this path will be extended in phases to cre-

ate a continuous path from one end of the island to the 

other. 

Beach Wheelchairs are now available for  use 

through the Planning & Inspections Department Monday 

– Friday.  Weekend rentals will still take place at the 

Ocean Isle Beach Police Department.  Chairs are availa-

ble at no cost and can now be kept up to 3 days.  This will 

allow people to utilize the chairs during the evening when  

temperatures are much cooler.  Please remember that 

these are very large chairs and normally require a large 

SUV/Van with fold-down seats or truck for transport. 

FEMA’s Preliminary Flood Maps are now  

available.  The proposed changes could possibly have a 

major impact on what you now pay in flood insurance  

premiums.  With the majority of the island proposed to 

change from a VE to AE Flood Zone designation, this 

lower rated zone may qualify many for a lower  

premium once the new maps go into effect.  This change 

could possibly save property owners thousands of dollars 

per year.  You can view these preliminary maps at 

www.ncfloodmaps.com.  Make sure in the viewer   

window that you have selected the “Preliminary” maps.  

The default viewer will automatically show the current 

“Effective” maps.  At this time we still do n ot have an  

official “EFFECTIVE” date from FE-

MA for these new maps. 

Please be sure to contact our dept. at 

910-579-3469 prior to beginning any 

home improvement project to ensure 

http://www.ncfloodmaps.com
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OIB BEAT 
Ken  Bellamy, Chief of Police 

Freezing temps 
are on their way!  

Please be sure that 
all pipes have been 

winterized to  
alleviate the chance of them freezing.  Last year 
many homes were not prepared for the cold and 

the Town saw over 200 broken water pipes.   
Remember, if you turn off your water to your 

home also TURN OFF THE POWER TO THE 
HOT WATER HEATER!  Not doing so could 
result in the heater element overheating and 

failing.  As a final note, please make sure your 
emergency contact information is updated. This 
will assist staff in contacting you in an efficient 

and timely manner in the event of a water leak or 
concern that requires your attention. 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Wendy Barbee, Tax Collector 
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Members Making a Difference 
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HAPPY  
RETIREMENT 

LARRY!   
WE WILL MISS YOU! 

 

Larry Sellers, Public 
Utilities Director/Asst. 
Town Administrator  
officially retired on  

December 1, 2015.  
 

Larry has been an  
integral part of our OIB 

Family for 25 years.   
 

He has been very  
instrumental in the day 
to day operations of the 

Water, Sewer and 
Street Department.   

We will certainly miss 
him but wish him well 
as he begins this new 

chapter in his life!  


