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Steps to Reduce Damage and Loss from  
and Prepare for Natural Disasters 

 
Each year, natural disasters destroy our communities and affect the lives of our families, neighbors, 
businesses and communities.  Disasters can strike at any time, and some disasters such as fires occur 
everyday in the U.S. FEMA believes it is important that individuals, businesses and entire 
communities take the necessary steps to prevent damage to life and property and to prepare before 
these natural disasters strike.  Therefore, FEMA has created a nationwide initiative call Project Impact:  
Building A Disaster Resistant Community.  At the heart of Project Impact is the formation of active 
partnerships among businesses, civic leaders and individual citizens. 
 
Listed below are prevention and preparation tips that individuals can undertake to prevent losses 
from natural disasters.  We hope that you will embrace and promote this collaborative effort to help 
make your entire community disaster resistant. 
 
Prevention Tips:  FEMA recommends individuals take the following steps to 
help prevent damage and loss 
 
To Reduce Your Risk From Wind Events... 
 
! Have hurricane straps installed in your home or business to better secure the roof to the 

walls and foundation.  This will reduce the risk of losing your roof to high winds. 
 
! Install and maintain storm shutters over all exposed windows and glass surfaces, and use 

them when severe weather threatens.  In addition to protecting against wind, shutters also 
prevent damage from flying debris. 

 
! Have your home inspected by a building professional to ensure that roof and other building 

components are capable of withstanding wind effects. 
 
To Reduce Your Risk From Floods... 
 
! Move valuables and appliances out of the basement of your home or business if it is prone 

to flooding.  In doing so, you increase the chance that your belongings will be safe when a 
flood event occurs. 

 
! Elevate the main breaker of fuse box and the utility meters above the anticipated flood level 

in your home or business, so that floodwater won’t damage your utilities. 
 
! Clean and maintain storm drains and gutters and remove debris from your property to allow 

free flow of potential flood water. 
 
 



 

 

To Reduce Your Risk From Fire Events... 
 
! Move shrubs and other landscaping away from the sides of your home or deck.  All too 

often, homes burn when plantings around them catch fire. 
 
! Install tile or flame-retardant shingles on your roof instead of wood shakes or standard 

shingles.  This will reduce the chance that airborne burning debris will ignite your home. 
 
! Clear dead brush and grass from your property so that it will not be there to fuel a spreading 

fire. 
 
! Install smoke detectors and residential fire sprinkler systems. 

 
** Before you begin your work, make sure you’ll do it right – contact your local building 

official.  Nearly every community has building codes and ordinances that guide construction 
practices.  Many of these are designed to reduce your risk from all types of hazards, 
including floods, earthquakes, high winds, and wildfires. 

 
Preparedness Tips:  FEMA recommends individuals take the following 
steps to prepare for natural disasters 
 
! Have a family disaster plan, including evacuation plans.  Know where you would go.  Plan 

evacuation routes that are away from low-lying areas likely to be flooded.  Everyone in your 
family should know the telephone number of the same out-of-state contact to help separated 
family members get back together. 

 
! Have an emergency kit in your care that includes water, first aid, a way to signal need for 

help, flashlight & batteries, warm blankets, a shovel, and a battery-operated radio. 
 
! Have plenty of spare cash – ATMs won’t work if there’s no power. 

 
! Keep your car gassed – gas pumps won’t work if there’s no power. 

 
! Have a family disaster supply kit in your home, including plenty of pure water, first aid kit, 

radio & fresh batteries, flashlight & batteries, adequate supply of prescriptions and special 
medical supplies. 

 
! DON’T try to drive through running water – it can sweep your car or van away.  Don’t 

WALK through swiftly running water, either – it can sweep YOU away. 
 
! Get a NOAA Alert radio to receive warnings promptly. 

 
! Know about neighbors or relatives that may require help and check on them. 

 
! Take prevention actions now that will reduce the potential effect of flooding and winter 

weather. 
 
! Buy flood insurance to cover the value of your home and its contents.  Insurance will not 

only give you grater peace of mind, but it will also greatly speed your recovery if a flood 
occurs.  To learn more about insurance, call 1-800-427-2419, or contact your local insurance 
agent.  Know that there is a 30-day waiting period before it takes effect. 
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